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ACTION INR- 11 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-09 ISO-OO DRC-01 RSC-01 /023 W 

019839 

R 281200Z IUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8057 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JIDDA 4380 


E.O.: 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV 

SUB J : BIRTH DATES OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT 
REF : STATE 158677 

1. WE DO NOT KNOW THE EXACT DATE OF KING FAISAL S BIRTH. 

(IT IS POSSIBLE THAT HE HIMSELF DOES NOT KNOW THE EXACT 
DATE.) HE WOULD CALCULATE IT ACCORDING TO THE MOSLEM 
CALENDAR AND BECAUSE OF THE DIFFERENT NUMBER OF DAYS IN 
THE WESTERN AND MOSLEM YEARS THERE WOULD BE NO ONE DATE 
EACH WESTERN CALENDAR YEAR WHICH HE WOULD REGARD AS HIS 
BIRTHDATE. 

2. A PERSON'S BIRTH DATE AS WELL AS MUCH OTHER FAMILY 
INFORMATION IS CONSIDERED IN SAUDI ARABIA TO BE PERSONAL. 
THIS IS PARTICULARLY SO IN THE CASE OF THE KING AND IT 
WOULD NOT BE APPROPRIATE FOR US TO ENQUIRE ABOUT SUCH 
INFORMATION. 

3. FROM A PROTOCOL POINT OF VIEW, BRITHDAY GREETINGS TO 
THE KING FROM THE PRESIDENT OR OTHER USG OFFICIAL WOULD 
NOT BE APPROPRIATE. 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: kelleywO 
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Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
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Disposition Event: 
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Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974JIDDA04380 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740204-1170 
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Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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Line Count: 49 
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Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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